
Highlights from the draft minutes of TG Seabed



Overall aim

…establish a common framework for assessment of seabed 
habitats for the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD), 
including proposing European quality standards (threshold 
values and maximum allowable extent of loss and impact).



Discussion points (5.1)
• What is the difference between criterion D6C3 and D6C5?.
• How will the TG capture the Descriptor 1 (biodiversity) aspects of seabed habitats? 
• How do we account for human uses that may be good for seabed status, like wind farms which create new 

hard substrate? 
• The approach presented can be linear (simply sum of areas) but does not take into account cumulative 

impacts. There can be cases where surveys indicate the habitats are impacted but the pressure responsible 
is unknown.

• How will TVs be defined, to achieve good status or to reduce impacts (which is a proxy)?
• TVs could be artificial boundaries, and we may need to think about tipping points.
• The burial of the seafloor by waste dumping should be taken into account as a pressure for D6.
• What is the basis for percentage of maximum impact, before or after the loss of certain habitat? 
• It may be important to identify the extent of impacts per habitat sub-type or even biotope, within a broad 

habitat type.
• Broad habitat types have different levels of detail (e.g. littoral versus abyssal), which may need different 

approaches per habitat.
• How do we account for intentional restoration actions?



EU vs (sub)regional issues (5.6)

• For pressures, physical disturbance from bottom fishing was 
considered an area which needs an EU approach. They listed also 
work done under other descriptors (D5, D2, etc.). Types of fishing 
gear was listed as an area which should be tackled at the sub-regional 
level.

• For habitats, the group agreed that an EU broad habitat approach is 
good, however, it can be problematic in terms of details. The article 8 
guidance does not provide enough clarification on this issue.

• Reporting needs to be done on BHT, but assessment can be done 
differently. For assessment sub-habitats can be used. National 
assessments need to be done first.
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